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In Historical Archaeology, Martin Hall and 
Stephen Silliman have assembled a fi rst-rate col-
lection of papers that provide an engaging and 
accessible approach to the postmodernist archae-
ology of the modern world. Drawing on reports 
and case studies in historical archaeology from 
North America, Latin America, Europe, Africa, 
and the Pacifi c, the authors explore such ideas 
as how historical archaeologists think about 
and perform their work; how novel methods 
of document and artifact analysis might serve 
to develop deeper understandings of previous 
lives; and how archaeology has developed as 
a scholarly discipline conceptualized within 
the epistemology of modernity, one increas-
ingly challenged by postmodernist thought. 
This broad spectrum of issues permits multiple 
levels of engagement with postmodernist theory, 
which, as Hall and Silliman suggest, could be 
enhanced by six dimensions of inquiry––scale, 
agency, materiality, meaning, identity, and repre-
sentation. Each of the 16 chapters explicates one 
or more of these dimensions of inquiry within 
a global framework for historical archaeology. 
To add structure to the collection, chapters are 
organized under three thematic areas: Dimen-
sions of Practice, Themes in Interpretation, and 
World Systems and Local Living. 

The chapters in part 1 address emerging 
aspects of archaeological practice. In chapter 
2, Stephen Mrozowski explores the biological/
environmental dimensions of historical archaeol-
ogy, arguing that the study of such dimensions 
can provide new perspectives for understanding 
colonization, urbanization, and industrialization. 
Seeking to explore the spaces that exist within 
and between artifact and text, in chapter 3 
Patricia Galloway problematizes the relationship 
between material culture and text while argu-
ing that the conventions of actor-network theory 

can help illuminate the knowledge construction 
practices prevalent in text and material culture 
studies. In chapter 4, Elizabeth Pauls examines 
the range of theoretical diversity that has come to 
characterize more spatially oriented archaeological 
studies of architecture, landscape, and social life. 
Rounding out the book’s fi rst section is Matthew 
Palus, Mark Leone, and Matthew Cochran’s dis-
cussion of the dialectical nature of knowledge 
production and the tangible politics of critical 
archaeology. The allure of this particular chapter 
is an explication of the authors’ work in Annapo-
lis, Maryland, where they have employed notions 
of critical archaeology as academic archaeolo-
gists to negotiate situations where archaeological 
practices are constrained by politically entrenched 
historic preservation regulations.

In part 2, the chapters turn more explicitly 
toward themes of interpretation and ideation 
as a result of a postmodern turn in histori-
cal archaeology. Barbara Voss provides several 
intriguing examples in chapter 6 of the ways in 
which issues of gender have more recently been 
used in archaeological research to uncover his-
torical perspectives that documents alone failed 
to provide. In chapter 7, Heather Burke explores 
notions of ideology, its relationship to issues of 
dominance and class, and the ways in which 
ideology has been revealed in material culture 
studies of life and death. Equally illuminating is 
Silliman’s chapter on the intersections of labor 
with issues of identity, race, gender, agency, and 
resistance in the practice of historical archaeol-
ogy. Employing examples that range geographi-
cally from Rhode Island to New South Wales 
and spanning two centuries of historical context, 
in chapter 9 Lu Ann De Cunzo examines the 
archaeology of institutions that have been con-
structed, both literally and metaphorically, on 
normalized notions of poverty, punishment, and 
madness. Sustaining the previous three chapters’ 
engagement with postmodernist thought, LouAnn 
Wurst completes part 2 with a compelling analy-
sis of historical archaeology’s past and present 
approaches to relational views of class. 

Part 3 explores some of the issues that con-
nect world systems to local living. Like the 
rest of the book, part 3 uses both illustrations 
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and case studies to augment theory discussions. 
In the process, the chapters provide integrated 
reports on the state of historical archaeology 
across six global regions. In chapter 11, Pedro 
Paulo Funari considers the historical connections 
and archaeological contexts of Iberian civiliza-
tions of the Americas. In chapter 12, Innocent 
Pikirayi follows Funari with an equally compel-
ling analysis of historical archaeology in Africa. 
Taking a cue from James Deetz’s infl uential text 
and work on eastern North America, Diana 
DiPaolo Loren and Mary Beaudry expertly 
examine the processes of “becoming American” 
and “small things remembered” as they are rep-
resented in such seemingly mundane artifacts as 
thimbles, shroud pins, and buttons. In chapter 
14, Kent Lightfoot affords a tantalizing glimpse 
into the rich and varied archaeological resources 
of western North America while calling for a 
rethinking of the archaeology of colonialism. 
Jane Lydon, in chapter 15, considers allied 
aspects of colonialism in terms of how post-
colonial historical archaeology in the Pacific 
region has given indigenous groups a means 
for building new visions of community, while 
providing scholars with strategies for “decolo-
nizing” archaeological practice. The prospect for 
new directions in the historical archaeology of 
Europe is the focus of Matthew Johnson’s chap-
ter 16. Through compelling examples, Johnson 
provides an intriguing research agenda for an 
archaeology of colonialism in Europe.

Martin and Silliman must be commended 
for this work and for their careful selection of 
authors. Each an accomplished archaeologist, the 
authors confi dently enter into some of histori-
cal archaeology’s most pressing conversations in 
order to engage the fi eld with critical aspects 
of contemporary postmodern scholarship. They 
accomplish this task with a significant level 
of synergy and, in the process, carry the con-
versations well beyond the more accustomed 
confi nes of gender, class, and race. Evidence 
of this impressive synergy lies in the ways in 
which a complex notion like agency or colo-
nialism can be passed, metaphorically speaking, 
from one chapter to the next with increasing 
weight, signifi cance, and insight until the con-
cept no longer seems foreign. Equal value lies 
in the chapters’ extensive bibliographies, which 
all make excellent starting points for more 
advanced reading. This book is recommended 
for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses 
as well as for anyone interested in contemplat-
ing where historical archaeology theory and 
practice might be headed in the increasingly 
globalized and postmodernist world.
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